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them.    St. Paul observes that it was their glory that to them
were committed the oracles of God, and we have reason to believe
that they were faithful to their trust.    Their reverence, indeed,
in every age/for the integrity of the text, has been unexampled,
and to it we owe the wonderful conformity to one another of the
Hebrew manuscripts that have been collated. There is no reason
to suppose that the Jews of Arabia were an exception; and, even
if disposed to alter their copies, their fraud would have been of
no avail without the co-operation of the Christians, who, by their
spiritual birth, had inherited their Scriptures, agreeing in the
text, while they differed in their interpretation of it. The limited
vision of the Arabian Prophet did not extend beyond the narrow
circle in which he moved, and it never occurred to him that the
Jews were found in all the principal cities of the Roman empire,
which, long before his time, had embraced the Christian faith;
and that those two bodies, jealous of each other, offered the
best guarantee  for the integrity of the  ancient Scriptures.
The Jews still carefully preserve their prophecies of the Mes-
siah,  though  they  cannot fail to be  embarrassed  by their
application to Jesus, which in some instances they can only
evade by the fanciful invention of two Messiahs, one to suffer,
and the  other to reign, and to be born in different tribes.
Surely if they have not yielded to the temptation of altering
some of these, it cannot be supposed that they would blot out
the predictions of another Prophet.    The modern Mohamme-
dans, who repeat this objection, ought to be able to shew us some
copies that bear out this assertion, and, if candid, they would
allow that the objection is untenable.    It should be explained
to them that it is a fact, of which, as controversialists, they
ought not to be ignorant, that the Scriptures  have  from  the
beginning  been  read out in considerable portions in the re-
spective religious assemblies of Jews and Christians; that copies
must have been soon multiplied; that they have been quoted
as Scripture by a long series of authors, beginning with those
who had known the first successors of the apostles; that they
had been translated into the Latin and Syriac probably before
the end of the first century; and that in no controversy did